Help Your Child Practice Their Facts

[image: image1.wmf]PARENTS:  Fact Mastery is very important and is something every second grader should master before Winter Break.  Having the facts memorized will help your student when we go on to more complex problems that involve borrowing and carrying.  Here is a great way to help your child learn their facts.  You may use this suggestion to complete their nightly practice of facts or you may just make flash cards to practice.  I suggest this strategy.
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Need:  3 envelopes

Index cards

Pen

On one envelope write mastered.  On the second envelope write practice.  On the last envelope write future.

Use the Math Fact sheet to write one fact on each index card.  On the back of the card write the answer.  Facts that equal 18 and below are the facts you will need.

Place all of the index cards in the future envelope.  

Pick seven cards to place in the practice envelope.

Students, every night for five minutes…

Have an adult show you a card from the practice envelope. If you get the answer correct in three seconds, the adult may place an x on the back of that given fact.  Go on to another fact in the practice envelope and repeat until you have gone through all seven facts once.   

When you have three X on the fact it may go in the mastered envelope.  If you place a fact in the mastered envelope you will need to pick another fact from the future envelope to place in the practice envelope.  You always have seven facts in the practice envelope.  (Repeat this nightly until all facts are in the mastered envelope)   Every so often practice your facts in the mastered envelope.  

For extra practice on facts (free online add and subtract games) go to http://www.geocities.com/mrsgsecondgrade/mathgame.html

