Tell Me About Dr. Seuss…
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Theodore (Ted) Seuss Geisel <a.k.a. - Dr. Seuss> was born on March 2, 1904 in Springfield, Massachusetts to Theodore Robert and Henrietta (Seuss) Geisel.





His high school art teacher told him that he would never learn to draw.





Members of his high school fraternity voted him the least likely to succeed.





While drawing a flying cow during a college lecture, a woman named Helen Palmer complimented Ted’s drawing, and encouraged him to pursue an art career.





Ted and Helen married in 1927 and she continued to support his artistic interests until her death in 1967.





Ted earned money in the early part of his career by creating advertising art and cartoons for magazines, newspapers, and billboards.  





Ted’s first attempt at writing children’s books was met with rejection after rejection by publishers who insisted it wouldn’t sell because there was nothing on the market like it.





In 1937, one publishing company decided to give And To Think That I Saw It On Mulberry Street a chance and it was an immediate success.  This was the first book that Ted introduced his “new name” - Dr. Seuss.
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Ted explains how he chose the name - 


“The ‘Dr. Seuss’ name is a combination of my middle name and the fact that I had been studying for my doctorate when I quit to become a cartoonist.  My father had always wanted to see a Dr. in front of my name, so I attached it.  I figured by doing that, I saved him about ten thousand dollars.”





In 1956, his old college presented him with an honorary doctorate degree, making his title official.





In 1957, he entered a new phase of his writing with The Cat in the Hat.  This book marked the start of Beginner Books, a company dedicated to the creation of books written with a limited, simple vocabulary that still have a content that motivates children to read.





A quote from Dr. Seuss - 


“I am trying to capture an audience.  Most every child learning to read has problems, and I am just saying to them that reading is fun.”





Winner of the Pulitzer Prize in 1984 and three Academy Awards, Dr. Seuss was the author and illustrator of 44 children’s books, some of which have been made into audiocassettes, animated television specials, and videos for children of all ages. Even after his death in 1991, Dr. Seuss continues to be the best-selling author of children's books in the world. 
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